THE "MISSION" OF RICHARD COBDEN.

IT is long since there left the world any one who
deserved so well of it as Richard Cobden. To say
this is indeed, in one sense, to say but little. For
the acts of those who have had it in their power to
influence the destinies of mankind, mankind has in
general small reason to be grateful. In account with
humanity, the public characters have been few indeed
who could point with satisfaction to the credit side.
But of Cobden's career there are results which none
can gainsay. Vast, signal, and comprehensive, they
disarm alike both competition and criticism. The
two great triumphs of his life were the repeal of the
Corn Laws and the Commercial Treaty with France.
Of these, the first gave food to starving millions,
redressed a gigantic and intolerable abuse of political
power, saved an empire from revolutionary convulsion,
and imparted new and irresistible impulse to material
progress throughout the world; the second carried
still further the work which the first had begun, en-
sured, sooner or later, its full consummation, and fixed,
amidst the waves of conflicting passions and jarring
interests, deep in the tenacious ground of commercial
sympathy, a rock for the foot of Peace.